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Iroquois Ridge High School

Department of Business

The Future Awaits!

How Far Off Are We?

Look at the current semester’s course outline for ACS 020, a globalisation course in the University of Western Ontario’s Bachelor of Administration and Commerce Studies (BACS) program. 

Note, this is an entry-level, first-year course.

ADMINISTRATIVE AND COMMERCIAL STUDIES 020b
Winter 2004
"A Multi-disciplinary Study of Globalization"

Lectures: Mondays and Wednesdays, 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
McKellar Room: University Community Centre 

Professor Keith Fleming 
Office: Social Science Centre, Room 2040 
Office Hours: Thursday, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Telephone: 661-2111 (ext. 84923) 
e-mail: kfleming@uwo.ca 
Course web site: www.ssc.uwo.ca/deansoffice/acs/ACS020/ACS020globalization.htm
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Administrative and Commercial Studies 020a/b is a multi-disciplinary introduction to the four-year Bachelor of Administrative and Commercial Studies (BACS) program. The objective of the course, broadly stated, is to introduce BACS students to the academic disciplines of the social sciences by investigating in a multi-disciplinary fashion the theme of "globalization." 

In Administrative and Commercial Studies 020a/b, first-year BACS students will become acquainted with the seven academic disciplines represented in the Faculty of Social Science - Anthropology, Economics, Geography, History, Political Science, Psychology, and Sociology. Each of these disciplines can help to equip students with the array of communications, research, and analytical skills crucial to succeeding in today's highly competitive and complex business environment. In addition, familiarity with the approaches and methods of the social sciences will enable BACS students to make informed choices when selecting course options or developing sub-concentration "theme" areas in the following three years of their program. 

Secondly, and more specifically, the course this year will investigate the theme of "globalization," an important yet controversial subject surrounded by much misunderstanding and debate. Students will be presented with a wide array of perspectives on globalization, ranging from the historical organization of the global economy to the emergence of global politics and culture in our own time. In the process, students will be encouraged to develop their own interpretations of the many and varied challenges and opportunities that globalization presents, always basing their opinions on the rigorous tests of evidence and analysis that are integral to the social sciences. 

The class meets three hours per week (two one-hour lectures plus a one-hour tutorial).


Course grading: 
- Written assignment (due Friday 19 March 2004) 30% 
- Mid-term examination (Wednesday 18 February 2004) 25% 
- Tutorial Participation 20% 
- Final examination (held during the April examination period) 25% 

Course readings (all are available for purchase in the University Book Store): 

· The course textbook is: Charles W.L. Hill, Global Business Today, 3rd edition (New York: McGraw-Hill Irwin, 2004). 

Students also require for the written assignment: 

· Joseph E. Stiglitz, Globalization and its Discontents (New York: Norton, 2003 ). 

Students are responsible for completing all required readings. 

Written Assignment: 
All students are required to submit one written assignment based on the book by Joseph E. Stiglitz, Globalization and its Discontents (New York: Norton, 2003) in which they demonstrate their critical reading and research skills and their ability to synthesize what they have read into a concisely written commentary centred upon a clearly articulated thesis or organizing principal. 

Due date: Friday 19 March 2004. 

NOTE: Students must refer to the ACS 020a/b web site for detailed instructions on completing the written assignment. 

A paper copy of the written assignment must be submitted to the student's teaching assistant by 4:00 p.m. on the date the assignment is due. Students can also submit the paper copy of their written assignment to the BACS Main Office (SSC 2040). In addition, an identical electronic copy of the written assignment must be submitted by the due date and time to http://turnitin.com where students must also register with their own password to ensure that their work is secure. Registration instructions are found at http://turnitin.uwo.ca. The class ID number for ACS 020b is 1114254. The class enrolment password is globalize. 
Late submissions without a documented medical or equivalent excuse will be penalized by 5% for the first day, and 2% per day thereafter (weekends and holidays included). Pressure of work is not an acceptable excuse. 

To protect against loss of a written assignment, students are advised to keep a duplicate copy of the assignment (as submitted), and to retain their rough notes until the final grades have been determined in the course. 

Examinations: 
Both the mid-term examination and the final examination will follow a combined multiple-choice and essay answer format. 

The mid-term examination, written on Wednesday 18 February 2004 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. will cover lectures, readings, videos and tutorial discussions from Week One through Week Seven. 

The final examination, written during the December final examination period, will cover lectures, readings, videos and tutorial discussions from Week Eight through Week Thirteen. 

	OUTLINE

ITEM
	IMPLICATION FOR YOU
	WHAT ARE WE DOING

TO PREPARE YOU?

	1
	Last minute cramming will not work

You MUST keep up with your work

Majority of your work at University will be self-directed, self-determined, and self-imposed

Therefore, you MUST be self-disciplined


	Weekly assigned readings, and weekly chapter quizzes keep you on task and help you develop habits you’ll need to survive in this post-secondary reality. (Just because it’s not marked there doesn’t mean you don’t do it) 

	2
	Time management skills will be critical, so budget your time

Keep up with all work

Plan!

Keep an agenda of due dates and use it
	Weekly chapter quizzes

Online homework postings to stay organized

Department expectations encourage work ethic, planning, and time management

Late penalties encourage time management



	3
	You must learn to communicate effectively:

to read for information, to be able to tell what is and what isn’t relevant, and to summarise.

Your writing must be thorough, but succinct, and always logical and clear.


	Standards of Business Practice (SBP)

Department Expectations focus on communication skills including paragraph and memo writing, presentation skills, team-based activities, succinct test/quiz answer boxes encourage succinctness 

	4
	You MUST learn what is academic dishonesty; Be sure you follow the stipulated course and school guidelines on academic dishonesty.

Your work will be monitored!
	SBP Department Expectations described what constitutes academic dishonesty and it was handed out and explained on the first day of the course.

Penalties to reinforce the importance of this concept are in place (penalties that will increase as the semester progresses).



	5
	(Relates to item #2.)

You must be organized or you will not meet deadlines, nor will you be prepared for tests. 

The world expects adults to act responsibly; you must live up to this expectation 
	SBP Department Expectations encourage adult responsibility and behaviour.

We expect you to manage your time and we encourage this with deadlines and late penalties.

After an assignment is returned outstanding assignments are recorded as a zero.

Excuses are generally not accepted in the adult world; you have to manage your time well for life after high school.



	6
	University learning and testing is not necessarily better, from a scientific point of view. Nevertheless, you must know how to perform on these types of evaluative tasks.
	Many of our evaluation tasks resemble these formats. We test with multiple-choice, and we assign essays. As well, we discuss how to do a proper report, presentation, memo, business letter, case study write up, executive summary, etc.



	7
	Show up for all opportunities for learning, because all of it is course content that helps to clarify and explain. It also helps you focus on what the Professor feels is the most significant and relevant content. All of it will be tested. There is nothing new here from high school.
	SBP Department Expectations state how half of life is showing up. Attendance and participation are expected and encouraged by the fact that for minor tasks, if you are not present you usually receive a mark of zero. Likewise, content covered in class, discussions and articles are also course content and learning. It can and will be evaluated on tests and quizzes.
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