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Iroquois Ridge High School

Department of Business

The Beauty of All Things Simple

"Four basic premises of writing: clarity, brevity, simplicity, and humanity."

~William Zinsser

Thoroughness ( Length, Content, or “Fluff”

Thoroughness = Completeness

If you don’t know, stop writing! People are only human; “fluff” tires a reader (and a marker) and draws his or her attention away from your good points, making them less obvious and risking the chance that they will be undervalued or missed entirely.

Thoroughness = Succinctness

Conveying all necessary information doesn’t mean writing a novel. You can be succinct. However, being succinct does NOT mean leaving out vital information, nor does it mean failing to explain concepts thoroughly. It means saying EVERYTHING that needs to be said, as clearly and as briefly as possible. 

"The art of simplicity is a puzzle of complexity."
~Doug Horton
This is NOT an easy task. It takes patience, practice and revision. In business this skill is highly sought, and for this reason it will be encouraged in class at all times.

"Beauty of style and harmony and grace and good rhythm depends on simplicity."

~Plato, Greek philosopher 427 BC - 347 BC

Examine the following responses to the question below, and for each one do the following:

a) State whether the response is both thorough AND succinct

b) Identify any statements that have been left unexplained or unjustified

c) Indicate any excessive or unnecessary content

d) Show where there are poorly written, badly flowing, or unclear statements

Question:

Generally speaking, when interest rates rise, what happens to the level of Canadian exports?
1. If interest rates go up this means that the value of our dollar will go up and be worth more on international currency markets. This does not help our exports because when exporting we want our dollar to be as low as possible because we want other countries to buy as much as possible and with a high dollar countries may turn to others or the themselves to produce the goods that they’re looking for.

2. If interest rates increase our exports will slowly decrease because it costs more to buy our dollar. Therefore countries that find it too expensive will look elsewhere. This is why businesses are so concerned about changes in the exchange rate.

3. The effects of an interest rate increase on exports in Canada would mean other countries would need to pay more and would instead by from other countries (therefore exports decrease).

4. A rise in interest rates will increase demand for our dollar as more people wish to invest here to earn higher interest. Higher demand means a higher price for our currency. A higher currency means higher costs for Canadian exports, so we are likely to sell less, since they’ll be more expensive.

5. A higher interest rate means that our exports will be lower. This is because lots of people will want to buy Canadian stuff and all those people buying Canadian will increase the price of things here because of the law of supply and demand. The law of supply and demand states that when demand goes up the price does too, so that means people who are getting Canadian dollars more and more will raise the price of our dollar. Just like with everything else when the price goes up it’s more expensive to buy things. So this means it’s more expensive for other people to buy the things that Canadians make, because they have to pay more for them since it costs more now that the dollar has gone up in value. That means that we will sell less to foreigners because of the higher price of our exports so exports will go down so foreigners will look elsewhere for our goods or buy them from themselves or not buy them at all
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